
Beginning Band Syllabus 
 

Class Description: 
The beginning band will consist of those who have never partaken in a band class before. 

This class will consist mostly of 6th grade students, but can also have 7th and 8th graders join 
throughout their time at Clewiston Middle School. This band will mostly work on developing 
tone quality, developing inner pitch, and knowledge of musical instruments. These instruments 
will be fitted for the students during their class in the first few weeks of school, which are 
assigned by the instructor after fitting. Since there is a limited amount of school instruments, 
students are encouraged to bring their own from home, or rent/buy their own instruments from 
store vendors, which will be explained in another section of the handbook. The students in this 
ensemble will also work from a method book that helps sequence how we develop our 
knowledge as musicians. These students are also REQUIRED to participate in any after school 
rehearsals or performances throughout the school year, and must have a GPA of 2.5 or higher in 
order to participate in band.  
 
Required Materials for class daily: 
 

● Music Folder/Method Book(Essential Elements Book 1; provided in class) 
● Pencils(NO PENS) 
● Instrument(assigned by teacher after fitting)  
● Metronome/Tuner 

 
Rules and Expectations: 

 
1. The students will enter the band room in a professional manner. 
2. Students will take out instruments correctly, put them together, and are 

encouraged to warm-up efficiently in their assigned chair. 
3. All personal belongings and backpacks will be kept in the blue lockers during 

rehearsal. 
4. NO CELL PHONES DURING REHEARSAL; exceptions will be made for those 

with an APPROVED letter of excuse.  
5. No food, drink, or gum will be allowed in music room with the exception of water 

or any food products packaged in a lunch box.  
6. Treat others the way you would like to be treated. 
7. If it is not yours, don’t touch it.  
8. Instruments will be stored in assigned lockers after every rehearsal. Music will be 

stored in assigned music cubby. 



Rehearsal Etiquette: 
 

1. To be early is to be on time. To be on time is to be late. To be late is inexcusable.  
2. Be PREPARED. It is important that you know you music for rehearsal. There is a 

difference between individual practice and ensemble rehearsal. Be respectful to 
your peers and show up prepared.  

3. If you need to ask a question about the music, please feel free to raise your hand. 
4. Please do not leave in the middle of rehearsal. This will limit distractions for 

others within the ensemble. Bathroom and facilities should be used BEFORE 
class. Emergencies are an exception.  

5. Music should be marked with a PENCIL ONLY. All measures should be 
marked. If there is a pen on the part, you will be liable for buying a new part for 
the piece.  

6. You will need your own music, pencil, instruments, or anything else that you will 
need to limit disruption in the middle of rehearsal.  

7. Personal hygiene is very important. Please limit use of perfumes or colognes, but 
use deodorant.  

8. Please do not talk when the director, or another student, is talking. It is very 
disrespectful. It is highly encouraged to raise your hand and patiently wait to be 
called on.  

 
Attendance Policy: 
 

Students in every ensemble are graded on attendance and participation in the class. Every 
band student is important to our road to success. It is very important that you show up to every 
rehearsal or scheduled event. There is a calendar that is distributed to the students. Each of the 
marked events are required for the students. In case of emergency, parents/guardians will have to 
call the band room at (863) 983-1530 ext. 2056 to get ahold of the director. There will be family 
commitments every so often, in which we will try to be as flexible as possible. However, these 
matters must be discussed a month or more in advance to the event and must have a letter of 
excuse signed by the parent.  

Job commitments and other sport requirements are also very important, but ARE NOT a 
reason for an excused absence. Since there is a calendar handed out to every student at the 
beginning of each semester, it is very important that the students communicate with club leaders 
and other sports coaches to accommodate for these events. There are many students who 
participate in many activities and are still successful in the music program. Please make sure 
your student takes responsibility for cooperating with ALL coaches and club staff.  If students 
have an unexcused absence to any performance, dress rehearsal, or event, there will be 
immediate disciplinary action.  



Fundraising: 
Fundraising is a vital part of any music program. The students are all required to 

participate in band fundraisers with the exception of our Wooden Rose fundraiser we run during 
the school hours for Valentines Day. Fundraisers help the organization earn money to buy 
essentials for the classroom. There will be many fundraising opportunities for the students to 
participate in during the school year such as our Ozark Lollipops, World’s Best Chocolate, car 
washes, and many more! These are all wonderful opportunities for the students to reach out into 
the community and spread the name of the Clewiston Middle School Tiger music program!  

 
 

Uniform and Attire: 
Students are required to have black pants, black socks, black shoes and a black 

undershirt. Each student will be issued a Clewiston Middle School Tiger Music polo before their 
concerts in which they are REQUIRED to attend. These polos will need to be returned to the 
director right after the concert. THE STUDENT IS NOT ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE 
PREMISES WITH THE POLO ON. If the polo is lost or not returned, the student is liable for 
a $30 fee to replace the polo for the program. Uniforms will be checked before all performances. 
Those who do not abide by the rules will not be allowed to participate in the performance, which 
will in turn affect the grade of the student. SHORTS, LEGGINGS, AND JEANS ARE NOT 
ALLOWED. 
 
 
School Trip Requirements: 

Being in the music program allows for many performance and off-campus opportunities 
for students; however, there is a certain way students will need to act outside of school while 
representing the program. Students will need to be respectful to all students and follow directions 
from the director immediately. Students will need to read and sign the Off-Campus Behavior 
Contract and must have a 2.5 or higher GPA in order to attend these off-campus events. 
 
 
I hereby agree to follow the rules and policies set forth in the syllabus to the best of my 
ability as a member of the CMS Fine Arts program. I understand that violating these 
guidelines will result in immediate intervention by the teacher. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature Date 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature Date 



Concert Band Syllabus 
 

Class Description: 
 

The concert band will consist of students in grade levels 7 and 8 who have already taken 
a year of music and will continue building their knowledge and understanding of their 
instruments. These students will work through a method book, but will also have the opportunity 
to perform sheet music as they progress through the year. These students will also perform at the 
Florida Bandmasters Association Musical Performance Assessment(MPA) during the Spring 
semester on top of having their Fall, Christmas, and Spring concert. Students in this ensemble 
will also have an opportunity to perform at Solo and Ensemble. Students are required to have a 
GPA of 2.5 or higher in order to participate in band and off-campus performance opportunities.  
 
 
Required Materials for class daily: 
 

● Music Folder/Method Book(Essential Elements Book 2; provided in class) 
● Pencils(NO PENS) 
● Instrument(assigned by teacher after fitting)  
● Metronome/Tuner 

 
 
Rules and Expectations: 

 
1. The students will enter the band room in a professional manner. 
2. Students will take out instruments correctly, put them together, and are 

encouraged to warm-up efficiently in their assigned chair. 
3. All personal belongings and backpacks will be kept in the blue lockers during 

rehearsal. 
4. NO CELL PHONES DURING REHEARSAL; exceptions will be made for those 

with an APPROVED letter of excuse.  
5. No food, drink, or gum will be allowed in music room with the exception of water 

or any food products packaged in a lunch box.  
6. Treat others the way you would like to be treated. 
7. If it is not yours, don’t touch it.  
8. Instruments will be stored in assigned lockers after every rehearsal. Music will be 

stored in assigned music cubby. 
 



Etiquette: 
 

1. To be early is to be on time. To be on time is to be late. To be late is inexcusable.  
2. Be PREPARED. It is important that you know you music for rehearsal. There is a 

difference between individual practice and ensemble rehearsal. Be respectful to 
your peers and show up prepared.  

3. If you need to ask a question about the music, please feel free to raise your hand. 
4. Please do not leave in the middle of rehearsal. This will limit distractions for 

others within the ensemble. Bathroom and facilities should be used BEFORE 
class. Emergencies are an exception.  

5. Music should be marked with a PENCIL ONLY. All measures should be 
marked. If there is a pen on the part, you will be liable for buying a new part for 
the piece.  

6. You will need your own music, pencil, instruments, or anything else that you will 
need to limit disruption in the middle of rehearsal.  

7. Personal hygiene is very important. Please limit use of perfumes or colognes, but 
use deodorant.  

8. Please do not talk when the director, or another student, is talking. It is very 
disrespectful. It is highly encouraged to raise your hand and patiently wait to be 
called on.  

 
Attendance Policy: 
 

Students in every ensemble are graded on attendance and participation in the class. Every 
band student is important to our road to success. It is very important that you show up to every 
rehearsal or scheduled event. There is a calendar that is distributed to the students. Each of the 
marked events are required for the students. In case of emergency, parents/guardians will have to 
call the band room at (863) 983-1530 ext. 2056 to get ahold of the director. There will be family 
commitments every so often, in which we will try to be as flexible as possible. However, these 
matters must be discussed a month or more in advance to the event and must have a letter of 
excuse signed by the parent.  

Job commitments and other sport requirements are also very important, but ARE NOT a 
reason for an excused absence. Since there is a calendar handed out to every student at the 
beginning of each semester, it is very important that the students communicate with club leaders 
and other sports coaches to accommodate for these events. There are many students who 
participate in many activities and are still successful in the music program. Please make sure 
your student takes responsibility for cooperating with ALL coaches and club staff.  If students 
have an unexcused absence to any performance, dress rehearsal, or event, there will be 
immediate disciplinary action.  



 
Fundraising: 

Fundraising is a vital part of any music program. The students are all required to 
participate in band fundraisers with the exception of our Wooden Rose fundraiser we run during 
the school hours for Valentines Day. Fundraisers help the organization earn money to buy 
essentials for the classroom. There will be many fundraising opportunities for the students to 
participate in during the school year such as our Ozark Lollipops, World’s Best Chocolate, car 
washes, and many more! These are all wonderful opportunities for the students to reach out into 
the community and spread the name of the Clewiston Middle School Tiger music program!  

 
 

Uniform and Attire: 
Students are required to have black pants, black socks, black shoes and a black 

undershirt. Each student will be issued a Clewiston Middle School Tiger Music polo before their 
concerts in which they are REQUIRED to attend. These polos will need to be returned to the 
director right after the concert. THE STUDENT IS NOT ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE 
PREMISES WITH THE POLO ON. If the polo is lost or not returned, the student is liable for 
a $30 fee to replace the polo for the program. Uniforms will be checked before all performances. 
Those who do not abide by the rules will not be allowed to participate in the performance, which 
will in turn affect the grade of the student. SHORTS, LEGGINGS, AND JEANS ARE NOT 
ALLOWED. 
 
 
School Trip Requirements: 

Being in the music program allows for many performance and off-campus opportunities 
for students; however, there is a certain way students will need to act outside of school while 
representing the program. Students will need to be respectful to all students and follow directions 
from the director immediately. Students will need to read and sign the Off-Campus Behavior 
Contract and must have a 2.5 or higher GPA in order to attend these off-campus events. 
 
I hereby agree to follow the rules and policies set forth in the syllabus to the best of my 
ability as a member of the CMS Fine Arts program. I understand that violating these 
guidelines will result in immediate intervention by the teacher. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature Date 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature Date 



Choir Syllabus 
 
Class Description: 
 

The choir will consist of all levels of students. Each choir will have the ability to perform 
in concerts throughout the year. These students will work on understanding the differences in 
vocal ranges between the chest voice and head voice. The students will also have the opportunity 
to learn Orff arrangements using the mallet instruments the music department has provided for 
the students. Students in this ensemble are required to have a GPA of 2.5 or higher in order to 
participate in choir and any off-campus opportunities.  

 
 

Required Materials for class daily: 
 

● Music Folder 
● Pencils(NO PENS) 

 
 
Rules and Expectations: 

 
1. The students will enter the music room in a professional manner. 
2. Students will take out music, sit in assigned seating, and are encouraged to 

warm-up efficiently in their assigned chair. 
3. All personal belongings and backpacks will be kept in the blue lockers during 

rehearsal. 
4. NO CELL PHONES DURING REHEARSAL; exceptions will be made for those 

with an APPROVED letter of excuse.  
5. No food, drink, or gum will be allowed in music room with the exception of water 

or any food products packaged in a lunch box.  
6. Treat others the way you would like to be treated. 
7. If it is not yours, don’t touch it.  
8. Instruments will be stored in assigned lockers after every rehearsal. Music will be 

stored in assigned music cubby. 
 
 
 
 
 



Etiquette: 
 

01. To be early is to be on time. To be on time is to be late. To be late is inexcusable.  
02. Be PREPARED. It is important that you know you music for rehearsal. There is a 

difference between individual practice and ensemble rehearsal. Be respectful to 
your peers and show up prepared.  

03. If you need to ask a question about the music, please feel free to raise your hand. 
04. Please do not leave in the middle of rehearsal. This will limit distractions for 

others within the ensemble. Bathroom and facilities should be used BEFORE 
class. Emergencies are an exception.  

05. Music should be marked with a PENCIL ONLY. All measures should be 
marked. If there is a pen on the part, you will be liable for buying a new part for 
the piece.  

06. You will need your own music, pencil, or anything else that you will need to limit 
disruption in the middle of rehearsal.  

07. Personal hygiene is very important. Please limit use of perfumes or colognes, but 
use deodorant.  

08. Please do not talk when the director, or another student, is talking. It is very 
disrespectful. It is highly encouraged to raise your hand and patiently wait to be 
called on.  

 
Attendance Policy: 
 

Students in every ensemble are graded on attendance and participation in the class. Every 
choir student is important to our road to success. It is very important that you show up to every 
rehearsal or scheduled event. There is a calendar that is distributed to the students. Each of the 
marked events are required for the students. In case of emergency, parents/guardians will have to 
call the band room at (863) 983-1530 ext. 2056 to get ahold of the director. There will be family 
commitments every so often, in which we will try to be as flexible as possible. However, these 
matters must be discussed a month or more in advance to the event and must have a letter of 
excuse signed by the parent.  

Job commitments and other sport requirements are also very important, but ARE NOT a 
reason for an excused absence. Since there is a calendar handed out to every student at the 
beginning of each semester, it is very important that the students communicate with club leaders 
and other sports coaches to accommodate for these events. There are many students who 
participate in many activities and are still successful in the music program. Please make sure 
your student takes responsibility for cooperating with ALL coaches and club staff.  If students 
have an unexcused absence to any performance, dress rehearsal, or event, there will be 
immediate disciplinary action.  



Fundraising: 
Fundraising is a vital part of any music program. The students are all required to 

participate in band fundraisers with the exception of our Wooden Rose fundraiser we run during 
the school hours for Valentines Day. Fundraisers help the organization earn money to buy 
essentials for the classroom. There will be many fundraising opportunities for the students to 
participate in during the school year such as our Ozark Lollipops, World’s Best Chocolate, car 
washes, and many more! These are all wonderful opportunities for the students to reach out into 
the community and spread the name of the Clewiston Middle School Tiger music program!  

 
 

Uniform and Attire: 
Students are required to have black pants, black socks, black shoes and a black 

undershirt. Each student will be issued a Clewiston Middle School Tiger Music polo before their 
concerts in which they are REQUIRED to attend. These polos will need to be returned to the 
director right after the concert. THE STUDENT IS NOT ALLOWED TO LEAVE THE 
PREMISES WITH THE POLO ON. If the polo is lost or not returned, the student is liable for 
a $30 fee to replace the polo for the program. Uniforms will be checked before all performances. 
Those who do not abide by the rules will not be allowed to participate in the performance, which 
will in turn affect the grade of the student. SHORTS, LEGGINGS, AND JEANS ARE NOT 
ALLOWED. 
 
 
School Trip Requirements: 
 

Being in the music program allows for many performance and off-campus opportunities 
for students; however, there is a certain way students will need to act outside of school while 
representing the program. Students will need to be respectful to all students and follow directions 
from the director immediately. Students will need to read and sign the Off-Campus Behavior 
Contract and must have a 2.5 or higher GPA in order to attend these off-campus events. 
 
I hereby agree to follow the rules and policies set forth in the syllabus to the best of my 
ability as a member of the CMS Fine Arts program. I understand that violating these 
guidelines will result in immediate intervention by the teacher. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature Date 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature Date 



 

Drama Syllabus 
 

Class Description: 
 

Drama class is an opportunity to understand and perform theatre literature. Drama will 
expose students to improv activities, learning how to express emotions, how to move on stage, 
and many other skills to be an actor/actress!  Drama will also allow students the ability to build 
leadership qualities, build independence and self-confidence, and will encourage teamwork 
through team building exercises. At the end of the year, students will choose a play, build the set, 
and perform on stage for our community to watch!  
 
 
 
 
Required Materials for class daily: 
 

● Scripts/AVID Binder 
● Pencils(NO PENS) 

 
 
 
Rules and Expectations: 

 
1. The students will enter the fine arts room in a professional manner. 
2. All personal belongings and backpacks will be kept in the blue lockers during 

class. 
3. NO CELL PHONES DURING CLASS; exceptions will be made for those with 

an APPROVED letter of excuse.  
4. No food, drink, or gum will be allowed in the drama classroom with the exception 

of water or any food products packaged in a lunch box.  
5. Treat others the way you would like to be treated. 
6. If it is not yours, don’t touch it.  

 
 
 
 
 



 
Etiquette: 
 

1. To be early is to be on time. To be on time is to be late. To be late is inexcusable.  
2. Be PREPARED. It is important that you know your script for rehearsal. There is a 

difference between individual practice and class rehearsal. Be respectful to your peers 
and show up prepared.  

3. If you need to ask a question about the script, please feel free to raise your hand. 
4. Please do not leave in the middle of rehearsal. This will limit distractions for others 

within the ensemble. Bathroom and facilities should be used BEFORE class. 
Emergencies are an exception.  

5. Script should be marked with a PENCIL ONLY. If there is a pen on the part, you will be 
liable for buying a new part for the piece.  

6. You will need your own script, pencil, or anything else that you will need to limit 
disruption in the middle of rehearsal.  

7. Personal hygiene is very important. Please limit use of perfumes or colognes, but use 
deodorant.  

8. Please do not talk when the director, or another student, is talking. It is very disrespectful. 
It is highly encouraged to raise your hand and patiently wait to be called on.  

 
Attendance Policy: 
 

Students in every class are graded on attendance and participation in the class. Every 
student is important to our road to success. It is very important that you show up to every 
rehearsal or scheduled event. There is a calendar that is distributed to the students. Each of the 
marked events are required for the students. In case of emergency, parents/guardians will have to 
call the band room at (863) 983-1530 ext. 2056 to get ahold of the director. There will be family 
commitments every so often, in which we will try to be as flexible as possible. However, these 
matters must be discussed a month or more in advance to the event and must have a letter of 
excuse signed by the parent.  

Job commitments and other sport requirements are also very important, but ARE NOT a 
reason for an excused absence. Since there is a calendar handed out to every student at the 
beginning of each semester, it is very important that the students communicate with club leaders 
and other sports coaches to accommodate for these events. There are many students who 
participate in many activities and are still successful in the music program. Please make sure 
your student takes responsibility for cooperating with ALL coaches and club staff.  If students 
have an unexcused absence to any performance, dress rehearsal, or event, there will be 
immediate disciplinary action.  

 



Fundraising: 
Fundraising is a vital part of any elective program. The students are all required to 

participate in fundraisers with the exception of our Wooden Rose fundraiser we run during the 
school hours for Valentines Day. Fundraisers help the organization earn money to buy essentials 
for the classroom. There will be many fundraising opportunities for the students to participate in 
during the school year such as our Ozark Lollipops, World’s Best Chocolate, car washes, and 
many more! These are all wonderful opportunities for the students to reach out into the 
community and spread the name of the Clewiston Middle School Tiger Fine Arts program!  
 
 
School Trip Requirements: 
 

Being in the Fine Arts program allows for many performance and off-campus 
opportunities for students; however, there is a certain way students will need to act outside of 
school while representing the program. Students will need to be respectful to all students and 
follow directions from the director immediately. Students will need to read and sign the 
Off-Campus Behavior Contract and must have a 2.5 or higher GPA in order to attend these 
off-campus events. 
 
 
I hereby agree to follow the rules and policies set forth in the syllabus to the best of my 
ability as a member of the CMS Fine Arts program. I understand that violating these 
guidelines will result in immediate intervention by the teacher. 
 
____________________________________________________________ 
Student Signature Date 
 
 
_____________________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian Signature Date 


